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WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE 
 

31 WRITE ABOUT THE THEME:  KEEPING PROMISES 
 
We often make promises to ourselves or to others. Sometimes promises are easy 
to keep. Other times keeping a promise can be a real challenge. 
 
Do ONLY ONE of the following: 
 
tell about a time you kept a promise to a friend or a friend kept a promise to you 

 
OR 

 
describe a time when you or someone you know did not keep a promise 

 
OR 

 
tell about a time it was difficult to keep a promise 

 
OR 

 
write about the theme in your own way. 

 
You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your 
imagination. 
 
Your audience will be interested adults. 
 
Use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response. The 
Notes/Planning space may be used for writing down and organizing your ideas. 
 
Your response must be written in the lined spaces starting on page 8 of your 
Answer Folder. Only the writing in your Answer Folder will be scored. No extra 
sheets may be used. 
 
You may not use any resource materials (dictionaries, grammar books, spelling 
books, etc.) for any part of this test. 
 
When you have finished Part 3A, STOP. 
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PART 3A: CHECKLIST FOR  
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE 

 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 
Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written 
in the lined spaces starting on page 8 of your Answer Folder. 
 
 
CHECKLIST: 
 
_____ Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the theme? 
 
_____ Do I stay focused on the theme? 
 
_____ Do I support my central idea with important details/examples? 
 
_____ Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my central 

idea? 
 
_____ Do I use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences? 
 
_____ Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers 

understand it? 
 
 

NOTES/PLANNING 
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program 
Writing from Knowledge and Experience 

Grades 3–8 
Holistic Score Point Descriptions 

 
Here is an explanation of what scorers think about as they score this writing:  

 
6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly 

developed with relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control 
over organization and the connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and 
naturally through the text. The writer shows a mature command of language including 
precise word choice that results in a compelling piece of writing. Tight control over 
language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the 
response. 

 
5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant 

details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the 
connections between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer 
shows a command of language including precise word choice. The language is well 
controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable. 

 
4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with 

relevant details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some 
unevenness. The response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The 
writer’s command of language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in 
writing conventions are not distracting. 

 
3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with 

limited or partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an 
organizational structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over 
writing conventions and language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. 
Vocabulary may be basic. 

 
2 The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are 

underdeveloped. There may be  little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary 
may be limited. Limited control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to 
understand.  

 
1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or 

connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over 
writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand. 

 
Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes): 
A – Off Topic 
B – Written in a Language other than English or Illegible 
C – Blank or Refusal to Respond 
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Anchor Paper 1 – Score Point 1 
 

A1 

Anchor Paper 1 
Score Point 1 
 
The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas are not developed (It is important to 
keep a promis because you or afreind can get in truble), and there is no noticeable 
organizational structure. A lack of control over writing conventions makes the writing difficult to 
understand (If you keer a prom is it is more of a suprize…). Score point 1. 
 
 



English Language Arts—Grade 6  Released Items Fall 2005 
 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

Anchor Paper 2 – Score Point 1 
 

A2 

Anchor Paper 2 
Score Point 1 
 
The response is generally unclear. Ideas are not developed or connected (It is important to 
keep promises because, the promise could mean to the person you said you would keep the 
promise to). There is a lack of control over writing conventions and no noticeable 
organizational structure. Score point 1. 
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Anchor Paper 3 – Score Point 1 
 

A3 

Anchor Paper 3 
Score Point 1 
 
The writing is generally unfocused, and ideas are not developed (People will look up to you if 
you keep your promises…). There is a lack of control over writing conventions and no 
noticeable organizational structure (If you are promised something. You will expect it). Score 
point 1. 
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Anchor Paper 4 – Score Point 2 
 

A4 

Anchor Paper 4 
Score Point 2 
 
The writing is occasionally clear and focused. Ideas are underdeveloped (It is important to 
keep a promise in life. Because what if someones life depented on one promise and you dident 
keep). There is little evidence of an organizational structure. Control of writing conventions is 
limited. Score point 2. 
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Anchor Paper 5 – Score Point 2 
 

A5 

Anchor Paper 5 
Score Point 2 
 
This response is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped 
(It is important to keep your promises because if you don’t keep them no one will ask you to 
keep a promise again). There is little evidence of organizational structure, and vocabulary and 
control over writing conventions is limited. Score point 2. 
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Anchor Paper 6 – Score Point 2 
 

A6 

Anchor Paper 6 
Score Point 2 
 
The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped 
(Then I thought….I know it wont she promised and friends are spose to trust each other…). 
There is little evidence of organizational structure, and limited control over writing conventions. 
Vocabulary is limited. Score point 2. 
 
 



English Language Arts—Grade 6  Released Items Fall 2005 
 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

Anchor Paper 7 – Score Point 3 
 

A7 

Anchor Paper 7 
Score Point 3 
 
The response is somewhat focused. Ideas are developed with partially successful use of 
examples and details (So I am working and I discovered that we needed a new piston rod so I 
replaced that and put the engine back in the Jakester. Then I fire it up and it ran like it was 
brand new). There is evidence of an organizational structure (One day I promised my dad that 
I would take the engine off the tractor and rebuild it. But my mom woke me up late so I was in 
some deep stuff). Incomplete mastery over language use and writing conventions occasionally 
interfere with meaning. Score point 3. 
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Anchor Paper 8 – Score Point 3 
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A8 

Anchor Paper 8 
Score Point 3 
 
The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas are developed with partially successful use 
of details (It was my friend K. He said to me. My dad lost his job and we lost our house. Don’t 
tell anybody let because don’t wont no body to know I was poor. And say I promise). There is 
evidence of organizational structure, but it is only partially effective (Few days later got worry 
about him…After that went and watch tv. The next I got to tell somebody). Incomplete control 
of language use sometimes interferes with meaning. Vocabulary is basic. Score point 3. 
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Anchor Paper 9 – Score Point 3 
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A9 

Anchor Paper 9 
Score Point 3 
 
The writing is somewhat clear and focused (Hi I’m S. This is a story about promises). Content is 
developed with limited details (D is one of my good freinds. After school we always walk to 
latchkey together. When we got to latchkey my other freind named D was already their). There 
are connections between some ideas and evidence of a narrative organizational structure (It 
happened not too long ago, on a freezing winter day like this). Incomplete mastery over writing 
conventions sometimes interferes with meaning. Vocabulary is basic. Score point 3. 
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Anchor Paper 10 – Score Point 4 
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A10 

Anchor Paper 10 
Score Point 4 
 
This response is generally focused (I have had many times where it was really hard for me to 
keep a promise). Ideas are developed with relevant details where appropriate, although there 
is some unevenness (A friend of mine did a very bad thing. What she did was she stole 
something at a grocery store. She wanted it so bad that she just had to have it. She didn’t have 
any money to buy it though). The response is generally coherent, with functional organization. 
The writer’s command of language supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not 
distracting. Score point 4. 
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Anchor Paper 11 – Score Point 4 
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A11 

Anchor Paper 11 
Score Point 4 
 
The writing is generally clear and focused (I have delt with many promises over the 12 years of 
my life but one stuck with me). Content is developed with relevant details and some 
unevenness (About two or three years ago I got a beautiful little white curly-haired dog; she 
deserved the name Princess. I got Princess for my 10th birthday. I was so happy…). The 
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer’s command of 
language supports meaning. Score point 4. 
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Anchor Paper 12 – Score Point 4 
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A12 

Anchor Paper 12 
Score Point 4 
 
The response is generally focused. Content is developed with relevant details where 
appropriate (They were starting a game of “Stress or Confess”. “Does everyone remember the 
rules?”, asked M. “Yes.”, everyone replied with an annoyed tone to their voices. “whatever we 
say or do doesn’t leave this table. We know.”). The response is generally clear, coherent and 
organized. The writer’s command of language, including word choice, supports meaning 
(…bellowed the voice of someone they all hated deeply). Lapses in writing conventions are not 
distracting. Score point 4. 
 

 



English Language Arts—Grade 6  Released Items Fall 2005 
 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

Anchor Paper 13 – Score Point 5 
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A13 

Anchor Paper 13 
Score Point 5 
 
The writing is clear and focused (Have you ever kept a secret from a friend? Maybe two or 
more? I have). Ideas are well developed with relevant details (At recess, V stormed up to me 
and K stormed up to me. And, as if their minds were connected, they screamed “N!! IF YOU 
HANG OUT WITH HIM ANYMORE, I’M NOT GONNA BE YOUR FRIEND ANYMORE!!” So, I 
did What any valueable friend would do. I hung out with both of them behind each others 
back). The strong organization and connections between ideas move the reader effectively 
through the text (That day, when they came, they seemed as if they never got into a fight. We 
went to the movies, played games, and went to the park. It was lots of fun. Best of all, they 
weren’t yelling and arguing…). The writer’s command of language and precise word choice is 
evident. Score point 5. 
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Anchor Paper 14 – Score Point 5 
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A14 

Anchor Paper 14 
Score Point 5 
 
This response is clear and focused (I have many promises That have been kept and many that 
have been broken). Ideas are well developed with details where appropriate (Then all of the 
sudden we heard a big crash! That golf ball that accidentally threw out the window hit a car! It 
didn’t just leave a dent, it hit the windshield!). The writer’s control over organization moves the 
reader through the text. A command of language is evident, including precise word choice (it 
didn’t just leave a dentI just shrugged my shoulders). Language is well controlled, and 
occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable. Score point 5. 
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Anchor Paper 15 – Score Point 5 
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A15 

Anchor Paper 15 
Score Point 5 
 
The writing is well focused and clear (There was this one time, it was super, doper, really hard 
to keep a promise). Ideas are well developed with relevant details (You want to know what else 
we did, we sat on the roof. How Fun! A never lets anyone on the roof in front of her 
window…So we brought some pillows out there and stared at the stars. They were beautiful!). 
The writer’s control over organization effectively moves the reader through the text (Now my 
cousin A is 17 so she can go places when she wants. So she decided to walk to Duncun 
Donuts, just down the road…). The writer shows a command of language, including precise 
word choice (she bolts off in that direction). Occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly 
noticeable. Score point 5. 
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Anchor Paper 16 – Score Point 6 
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A16 

Anchor Paper 16 
Score Point 6 
 
The response is exceptionally clear and focused (Everyday I hold a promise. My friends tell me 
a secret and I have to promise not to tell anyone). Ideas are well connected and thoroughly 
developed (One day at school I was walking down the hall when one of my friends came up to 
me and ask, “R, do you like anyone?” I answered his question, but I didn’t really want to, 
“Er….Yes, but you can’t tell anybody you promise!” “Yes, I promise but what’s her name?” I 
waited for a few minutes to answer that question because I didn’t want him to tell anyone. So I 
answered, Okay, but you can’t tell anyone.” He said, “Okay, I promise.” So I told him, “A in 7th 
grade.”). The writer shows a mature command of language. The mastery of writing 
conventions contributes to the effect of the response. Score point 6. 
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Anchor Paper 17– Score Point 6 
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A17 

Anchor Paper 17 
Score Point 6 
 
The writing is exceptionally clear and focused (I remember when it was hard for my friend to 
promise to keep an important secret). Ideas are thoroughly developed with details where 
appropriate (Then, when I was younger, I thought that it was okay to skip school for only one 
day but now I know that it’s never O.K. to do something that would make your mom cry. Boy, 
did I learn my lesson). A command of language and precise word choice result in a compelling 
piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute 
to the effect of the response. Score point 6. 
 
 



English Language Arts—Grade 6  Released Items Fall 2005 
 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

Anchor Paper 18: Score Point 6 
 



English Language Arts—Grade 6  Released Items Fall 2005 
 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

A18 

Anchor Paper 18 
Score Point 6 
 
The response is exceptionally clear and focused (Keeping promises can sometimes be hard, 
especisly if it is a promise to keep a secret that will keep a friend from trouble). Ideas are 
thoroughly developed with relevant details where appropriate (On June 2, 2003 I was 2 week 
into my tenth year of age. My friend, J, was on vacation with his parents so he couldn’t come to 
my birthday party. When he got back he gave me a chess set. I asked him where he got it, he 
said he had gotten it at R. Then I asked him how much he payed. He replied “I didn’t but don’t 
tell, it’s a secret. Promise?”). The writer shows a mature command of language that results in a 
compelling piece of writing (My concionse was eating at me like acid on metal). Score point 6. 
 
 
 


